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Recession, layoffs cause surge of
workplace discrimination complaints

In Broward County for fiscal /2008, age discrimination claims filed with the EEQC increased
by 21 percent from the prior year, gender discrimination charges rose by 33 percent, and
retaliation charges were up by 36 percent.

Marma Heroux F'Dunds

A Fort Lauderdale woman in her 70s says she was fired from her job at a grocery store
because of her age. A Delray Beach man in his 40s claims says he was fired and told his
job was going to someone "younger.”

Both have filed discrimination claims with the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.
Charges of bias and discrimination at work typically surge in during recessions, and this
one is packing a wallop.

In Broward County for fiscal /2008, age discrimination claims filed with the EEQC increased
by 21 percent from the prior year, gender discrimination charges rose by 33 percent, and
retaliation charges were up by 36 percent.

The percentage increases were nearly almost identical in Palm Beach County.
— The spike in EEQC claims, some of
i- which later result in lawsuits, has

" South Florida lawyers predicting local
courts to will be jammed with them
next year.

Of discrimination suits, age and
pregnancy are the reasons cited
most often in a recession, said
Loring Spolter, a Fort Lauderdale
lawyer who represents former
employees in discrimination cases.
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Helene Maticic, known as Holly, was
fired in June 2008 from Whole Foods
Market in Fort Lauderdale "for
reasons other than misconduct
connected with the work," according
to a Movember 2008 decision by the
Florida Agency for Waorkforce
Innovation.

Marcia Heroux Pounds: Mow's when you want to
raise your profile at work

Communicating with co-workers

How do you prefer communicating with your co-
warkers?

After working in the store's produce
departrent for five years, Maticic,
then 72, said she was suddenly
switched from working 30 hours a
week to fworking// 40 hours.

O In person. Face-to-face is always better.
() E-mail or text messaging. It is most
efficient.

O Telephone. | can communicate better on
the phone than an e-mail.

In her filing with the EEQC, Maticic
claims says //that when she asked
for reduced hours./f she was mocked
by a store manager when she asked
for reduced hours, saying.who said,
"Poor Holly. she needs special
treatment because she is getting
old.”
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to get ahead in the workplace

Maticic says she needed foot
surgery last spring and took medical
leave in early April. Her return was
scheduled by June 3, 2008,
according to her EEQC complaint.
She called Whole Foods on or about
June 5, saying she could return to
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After several days of calling to get

her work schedule, Maticic about
June 12 reached a store manager
about June 12 who told her, "You
have been terminated for failing to
return from medical leave," according
to the complaint.
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Libba Letton, spokeswoman for
Whole Foods Market, said she can't
couldnt comment on Maticic's EEOC
complaint, but the company disputes
unemployment benefits "in all cases
where a team member is no longer
employed due to their own action.”

Present Your Case - Free

Employment Lawyers Respond Fast, Easy &
100% Secure

www Lawyerzlegallaws.com

Jose Cespedes, former marketing
director for MWI Corp.., a pump maker in Deerfield Beach, filed a complaint with the EEOC
claiming age discrimination after his supenvisor fired him in January 2008.

Cespedes, then 47, claims says his supenvisor fired him, saying, that in firing him, his
supervisor said, "You and | are about the same age and we're not going to change, and
that's why I'm going with a younger person,” according to a lawsuit Cespedes filed against
WWI in Broward County Circuit Court on Wednesday.

"This was the first time in my life somebody called me old. | felt like | was worth nothing,”
said Cespedes, who is running through his life savings while looking for a job.

MWI denies any discrimination. "We're confident the case has absolutely no merit," said
Bill Bucknam? @, general counsel for MW

Workers have 300 days after a layoffto file a discrimination complaint with the EEQC, and
a year to lodge a complaint with the Florida Commission on Human Relations.

But Fort Lauderdale lawyer Eugene Pettis said the time to complain about discrimination is
while youre still employed - not as you exit.

Spolter suggested sending your complaint by certified return-receipt mail to both the head
of human resources and your superisor. And kKeep proof of delivery.

Retain hard copies of e-mails performance evaluations and a diary of comments made in
the workplace that might may support your case.

MNotice the pattern of your company’s layoffs, Spolter says. Is nearly almost everyone being
laid off over age 507 Are pregnant women being let go?

"You need to look around and see who is being cast aside,” he said.
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